Belvidere, Kansas - May 10th,1997

There is potable water and pit toilets along with adequate flat ground for tents and
campers. Plans for the day will begin with a look at the upper Thompson Creek
wetland to find Arkansas Darters (bring aquatic-dip nets) and wee beaver dam
communities. We will proceed through the mixed grassland pasture areas to study
the Cretaceous upthrust through the surrounding Permian rocks. The Champion shell
bed will have collectable fossils. We will tour the area of Cheyenne Sandstone
outcrop south of Belvidere and hike the deep ravines. Lunch time will happen around
this period so plan to have this available. We will divide into two groups and one will
tour Hells-Half-Acre in northeast Comanche County and the other group will travel to
Triple Arch cave in Barber County. Ken Brunson from the Pratt office of Wildlife and
Parks is planning to conduct his annual herp count at the time of our meeting and
has agreed to assist us. We can also assist him as we conduct our meeting. For those
that might stay Saturday evening, this part of Kansas can be very productive for
hearing and seeing nocturnal ecology via road cruising pursuits. We could get out a
bit on Sunday the 11th before heading back home.

One last thing. We will travel between study areas via car pooling. If you can bring a
CB radio for your vehicle, we will monitor and share via channel #4. - Bring Your
Own Provisions - Private Land - No one goes back later - respect.

e Bring Flashlights
e It is Mothers Day Week-end.
e« Be ready to go at 8:00 AM.

Stan Roth, Meeting coordinator, Lawrence High School, 1901 Louisiana St.,
Lawrence, KS 66046-2938.

(913) 832-5050 ext 252 or FAX (913) 832-5054. email: jroth@falcon.cc.ukans.edu.

The Natural History Possibilities of Belvidere, Kansas, and Vicinity.
By C. N. Gould
From: Transactions of the Kansas Academy of Science vol. XVI, 1897-1898

To the student of natural history there is no more interesting locality than the
country surrounding Belvidere. Nestled among the low, rounded hills of the upper
Medicine valley, the little village is indeed picturesque. The gentle slopes covered
with cattle, the broad, fertile valley, the rushing stream, clear with the sparkling
water from the hills, the clumps of elms and cottonwoods fringing its banks; and
over all the grim old sentinel, Osage rock, standing eternal as the hill of which it
forms a part, all combine to render the scene unforgotten.

Here have the great men of Kansas science labored. Professor St. John, Robert Hay,
Colonel Goss, and others who have gone to complete their investigations in the great
unknown have here spent weeks in research. Chancellor Snow found meteorites
here. Professor Cragin traveled over these hills and wrote his famous paper "A Study



of the Belvidere Beds." Professor hill came from Washington, Professor Prosser from
New York, and Professor Ward from the Smithsonian Institution. Each of these
testifies to the wealth of material to be found in the vicinity. Doctor Williston has
here found bones of extinct reptiles. Professors Hitchcock and Failyer came here
from Manhattan; one to collect rare plants, the other to analyze water from the
medicinal springs of the Indians.

The problematic Red Beds are well developed a few miles down the river. Upon these
the Comanche Cretaceous lies unconformably. This apparently grades upward
through a series of transition beds into the true leaf-bearing Dakota sandstone,
which in turn is covered with the Loup Fork Tertiary and Pleistocene. In the line of
paleontology few localities yield a greater diversity of fossils. Professor Hill, in 1894,
first found dicotyledonous leaves in the Cheyenne sandstone, Professor Ward, in his
two summers in the field, has discovered scores of species; Professors Cragin and
Hill have collected numerous invertebrates from the Kiowa shales. Doctor Williston
finds saurian, crocodile, and fish bones in this horizon. Insects have also been found
in the shales. On the hills and in the Medicine valley bones of Pleistocene mammals
are to be found.

The botany is excellent. Professor Ward has found the Texas mesquite on the hills
and the soapberry on the creeks. The ornithologist will be interested in such birds as
the Mississippi kite and the scissor-tail flycatcher; and the entomologist will here find
insects galore.

On the Osage rock are pictographs left by the Indians, and on the canon walls in the
vicinity may be found records engraven of deeds of daring and bravery. Old settlers
will tell of implements and traces of dwellings found along the creeks and in the
ravines, and over all the mystic traditions of Indian battles and cavalry raids.

The work of a lifetime lies within the hills surrounding the valley. Much has been
done, but more remains to be done. Fortunate will he be who in this region devotes
himself to the task of learning nature’s secrets.

This article represents the 100 year anniversary of it's publication.

Stan Roth, May 1997



