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Please send meeting dates and other items of interest to biology teachers to: John Wachholz, 2311 Applewood Lane, Salina, Kansas 67401-3707, 913- 825-7742 - E-mail: jwachholz@midkan.net

Date

Event

September 16, 2000.................................................... Fall Meeting – Great Plains Nature Center, Wichita
Special Guest
At the KABT fall meeting, September 16, at the Great Plains Nature Center in Wichita, our afternoon guest
will be Wayne Carley, Executive Director of NABT. Mr. Carley will address present and future initiatives of
NABT and will discuss specifically NABT actions as regards the science standards in Kansas.
This is in addition to the wonderful program already planned for the day.
September 29-30...................................................... KS Herpetological Society Fall Field Trip—Chetopa
October 6-8, 2000 .....................................................................KS Ornithological Soc. Annual Meeting Johnson County CC, Overland Park
October 7, 2000 .......................... KS Geol. Survey field trip: Geol. of N.E. KS., 9a.-3p., KGS, Lawrence (lbrosius@kgs.ukans.edu)
October 14, 2000.................................................KS Academy of Science Fall Field Trip - ESU, Emporia
October 13-15, 2000.............................................Central Plains Society of Mammalogists, ESU Emporia
October 21-22, 2000................................... KHS Fall Meeting—Adam’s Mark Hotel in Kansas City, MO
October 25-28, 2000......................................................... NABT National Convention – Orlando, Florida
April 6-7, 2000.................................................. KS Academy of Science Annual Meeting, KU, Lawrence
May 12, 2001..............................................................................KABT Spring Field Trip - Northeast KS
September 15, 2001......................................................................................................... KSU Manhattan

KABT Web Site - http://kabt.or g
Made Available by KanCRN - http://kancrn.org
Send comments to: jwachholz@midkan.net

NABT Web Site - http://www.nabt.or g

Your membership expir ation date can be found on your
mailing label. All dues are now payable on September 1st
of each year. The membership list was last updated on
May 1, 2000. If you sent dues in after this date they were
not recorded before the mailing list was printed.

Publishing Dates For Newsletter
The newsletter is published during the months of September,
November, February and April. Manuscripts must reach the editor by the 15th day of the previous month. The KABT Newsletter includes abbreviated minutes of the official meetings, announcements of future activities, brief news notes, and other
brief items of interest to biology teachers. Send your contributions to John Wachholz, Editor, 2311 Applewood Lane, Salina,
KS 67401 785-825-7742. You may send you information to
jwachholz@midkan.net.

Newsletter & Journal Articles
Articles are needed for the newsletter and journal. Send them
via e-mail to jwachholz@midkan.net or on a disk. If you send it
on a disk, any format is acceptable. Your help is appreciated.
Articles for the Kansas Biology Teacher should be sent to
John Richard Schrock, editor KBT, Division of Biological Sciences, Box 50, Emporia State University, Emporia, KS 668015087. E-mail: <ksnaturl@esumail.emporia.edu>
Please remember to keep your dues up to date so you will continue to receive KABT publications.

Outstanding Biology Student Certificates
These are available for students who you feel have completed
a biology course under you and have shown outstanding
achievement. We have just updated our supply. Send your name
and address to KABT Student Certificates, 2311 Applewood
Lane, Salina, KS 67401-3707.
Please use these certificates as valuable awards for outstanding
students.

NABT Contact Information
Addr ess (New): . 12030 Sunrise Valley Drive, Suite 110
Reston, VA 20191-3409
Web Site:............ http://www.nabt.org
Phones: ............... 703-471-1134 or 800-406-0775
Fax: .................... 703-435-5582
E-mail: ............... NABTer@aol.com

From the President
Let your KABT and NABT organizations give you that needed
shot in the arm (my other job is in the hospital lab-the expression works for both places)! It's a great time of the year to attend workshops, especially those geared towards your students
and their learning of biology and scientific thinking. KABT has
scheduled the annual Fall Conference 2000 for Saturday, September 16, 2000, at the Great Plains Nature Center in Wichita,
KS. The morning session will begin at 9:30 a.m. with an opening presented by the director of the nature center, Mr. Bob
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Gress. He will give us a preview of what the nature center
holds, right at the time of the much anticipated grand opening!
We will then be able to tour the exhibits, followed by a board
meeting. We are holding elections this year; I have asked those
members that are interested in holding a board member office to
let me know. It is really a great experience; KABTer's make
super colleagues! Following lunch on your own, the afternoon
session will begin at 1:00 p.m. with a special presentation by
NABT Executive Director, Mr. Wayne Carley. Wayne will be
open to questions after he speaks. Then KCFS, Kansas Citizens
for Science, members will form a panel discussion on the current science situation in Kansas. The afternoon session will be
open to the public. KABT members will reconvene for a guided
hike on the nature trails surrounding the nature center. Bring
your sturdy shoes and be ready for the Kansas weather. It
should prove to be a really fun day!
Last May, on a lovely spring day, I drove my son, mom and
dad across Kansas to the town of Elkhart. Arriving at 1:00 a.m.,
we made our way to the Cimarron Grasslands camping area. Oh
my, it can really get cold at night in western Kansas in the
springtime! But upon awakening, I discovered lovely landscape
so different than anything that we had driven through the day
before! We met up with other KABTer's at the forestry office in
Elkhart and our expert guides. The next surprise was that there
was a sighting of a bear out in the country (farmland . . .). So
off we went, driving one after another, to get a peek of the bear,
which most likely followed the water and food to that area from
its homeland in Colorado. Well, the whole town had heard the
news, and still, long after we had seen the running bear and had
moved on to the grasslands, kept confusing us for the "bear
sighting group"! Quite a day! We also observed some of the
wonderful flora and fauna of the grasslands. I find that many of
us really like to try our hand at plant taxonomy of the native
wildflowers. What fun!!! The only thing better than that is to
find a fossil. Well, I did make a stop in Great Bend at a fossil
shop and went shopping! All in all, it was another rewarding
KABT spring field trip, filled with really great fellowship and
friendship.
Lastly, in my final months as president, I again ask that we
continue to keep KABT strong and able to reach out to the biology teachers of Kansas by renewing our memberships, seeking
and encouraging colleagues to join and become new members.
I'm always talking about KABT and have appreciated all of the
good things that KABT has provided to me to enrich my teaching profession in biology! See you at the fall conference.

Biology Education News
"...There are an estimated 3 unrecorded tetrapod species, 34
unrecorded fish species, and 400 unrecorded invertebrate species for each professional taxonomist working on these taxa"
according to an article by Oliver et al in the May 2000 Bioscience, page 441.
The math and science teacher shortage is so great in Chicago
that they are recruiting overseas teachers (See January 19 Education Week). The strongest predictor of student improvement
on the NAEP is the state's percentage of qualified teachers, according to Linda Darling-Hammond and published in the January 2000 Education Policy Analysis Archives (See January 19
Education Week). A survey published in the December 1999
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Internet Research found 82 percent of professors surveyed
agreed that the absence of student-to-instructor interaction
makes internet courses less valuable to students, and 65 percent
considered them merely correspondence courses. Survey of
1999-2000 college freshmen found 4.9% of men and 6.1% of
women expected to major in biology; the same survey reported
88% of students had A or B averages in high school (See January 28, 2000 Chronicle of Higher Education). Despite 90 million years of evolutionary distance, the human and the cat have
essentially the same gene order on the X and Y chromosomes,
according to a study by researchers O'Brien and Murphy in the
December issue of Genome Research; in contrast, the mouse has
shuffled its genes on the X and Y. Teachers purchasing additional liability insurance went up 25% over the last five years, as
more teachers fear involvement in lawsuits, according to an extensive discussion in the March 29 Education Week. California
and Arizona are buying into teacher training by private sector
companies, such as Sylvan Learning Systems; using distance
learning and videos, the companies are alleging they can produce good teachers that meet the outcomes that Schools of Education have bought into as the only assessment indicators; college education departments nationwide are running scared of
this alternative track to the classroom (See March 29 Education
Week). "Labs from commercial manuals allowed students to
address significantly more categories of science inquiry than
labs from manuals generated by the institution" according to a
study of Colorado community college biology labs in JBE, 34(2)
page 80. While a rising percentage of students go to college,
only one-fourth of 25-to-29-year-olds complete four years of
college, a rate that has held steady for the last two decades, according to a study by the Educational Testing Service's Policy
Information Center and summarized in the February 25, Education Week. While the College Board claims that two-thirds of
AP students earn college credit, less than one-half of Advanced
Placement test-takers actually receive college credit; the difference is due to the fact that some colleges do not accept the score
of "3" according to Yale Prof. William Lichten who points out
that some students may take the AP test because the College
Board has overstated their odds of gaining college credit (see
page A45 of July 14 Chron. Higher Education). Emporia State
University Biology Department, the last Kansas hold-out against
awarding automatic AP credit just approved accepting biology
AP credit in Spring 2000. "...Selective colleges have become
more dependent on SATs, because high school grade inflation
has reduced the reliability of grades and class rank. Until very
recently, high school grades have been better predictors than
SATs of college grades" according to MIT professor Malcolm
Sherman reviewing Nicholas Lemann's "The Big Test" in
American Scientist, March/April 2000, pages 184-185.

Monarch Watch—Tagging Time Is H ere!
Early reports are in and the Monarch butterflies are on the
move. Monarch Watch is a cooperative network of students,
teachers, volunteers and researchers dedicated to the study of the
biology of the Monarch butterfly.
Each fall Monarch butterflies are tagged on their way to the
wintering sites in Mexico. Last year (1999) 689 Monarch
Watch tags were recovered in Mexico! The Digital Monarch
Watch, http://kancrn.org/monarch is collaboration between the
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KanCRN Collaborative Research Network and the Monarch
Watch. This collaboration allows for electronic data submission
that will enable the researchers to make queries and summarize
the tagging data more efficiently. In addition, you can view your
data and those of to other taggers on the Web site. These data
could be used in numerous classroom projects. You can record
the data electronically as you tag your Monarchs or after the end
of the tagging session. You can also download your data in Excel or other formats so that you have a hard copy for your records.
To use the Digital Monarch Watch, you must first register.
Registration can be as a Citizen <http://kancrn.org/citizen/
registration> or as a Classroom Teacher (if you are already a
registered KanCRN teacher you do not need to register again)
<http://kancrn.org/teachers/registration>
It is important that you register properly because this is how
the system determines your latitude and longitude.
Tag data is entered at Data Submission (right side of the web
page under Creating the Context http://kancrn.org/monarch/
cdata_sub.cfm On this page you rill in your assigned ID number
(when you register you will get one) and the first tag number
you were issued. A form with your tag numbers will appear for
you to fill out. You can fill out any one tag or you can fill them
all out at once if you like.
To get Monarch tags - <http://monarchwatch.org/order/forms.
htm> The Tagging Kit ($15) includes 25 self-adhesive tags with
detailed instructions in a short Premigration Newsletter (sent in
August), a Season Summary (sent in spring/summer), and an
Adopt-A-Classroom Annual Report. Additional 100-tag sheets
($5) are available to those who purchase either a Tagging Membership Kit or a Tagging Kit.

Ernie Brown
2000 Kansas Outstanding Biology Teacher
The National Association; of Biology Teachers, in conjunction
with Prentice Hall, is pleased to present Ernie Brown with the
2000 Outstanding Biology Teacher Award. This honor, given
annually since 1961, identifies a teacher from each of the United
States, its possessions, Puerto Rico, the District of Columbia,
and Canada who has made valuable contributions to the profession and to his/her students. Criteria for the award include
teaching ability, experience, inventiveness, initiative, inherent
teaching strengths, and cooperativeness in the school and community.
Ernie Brown is a biology teacher at Trego Community High
School in WaKeeney. A Kansas native, he received his Bachelors degree from Fort Hays State University and his Masters degrees from the University of South Dakota. Ernie’s teaching
career spans 35 years, including the last twenty-one years at
Trego Community High School.
Ernie began teaching at Gorham Rural High School. His first
teaching assignment included classes in biology, chemistry earth
science, general science, advanced biology, and freshman physical education. He was also the assistant coach in football, basketball, track, baseball, and helped direct the Junior Class Play.
Presently Ernie teaches biology, advanced biology, along with
anatomy and physiology at Trego Community High School.
Ernie Brown is on the board of directors for the Kansas Association of Biology Teachers. He is a member of the Kansas As3

sociation of Teachers of Science, National Education Association, Kansas National Education Association, Kansas Earth Science Teachers Association, Kansas Association for Conservation and Environmental Education, National Science Teachers
Association, Monarch Watch, and the Kansas Exemplary Educators Network. Mr. Brown has also been selected as a Kansas
Master Teacher, a Christa McAuliffe Award Winner, and a National Science Teachers Association’s TAPESTRY Grant
Award Winner.
Ernie Brown believes that the future of Earth “ … rests in the
hands of the generations of students who attend our schools today”. He feel that science educators have an obligation to educate their students to the short and long term influences that their
actions have on our planet. To accomplish this Ernie has his
students interact with the natural environment as much as possible. His classes regularly participate in a variety of environmental field trips to observe and count birds, live trap and identify mammals, study and draw prairie plants, collect fossils, and
conduct water studies on area streams. Ernie Brown cares about
his students. Early in his teaching career he encountered the
quote “I don’t care how much you know, until I know how much
you care.” That tattered quote still remains on his bulletin board
where he looks at it daily. Probably Ernie’s teaching philosophy
is best exemplified in his statement: “As the end of my teaching
career approaches, more than being recognized as a teacher
who loved and understood his subject matter, I would like to be
recognized and remembered as a teacher who loved and understood his students.”
The National Association of Biology Teachers at its national
convention in October will give Mr. Brown a special presentation with other state award winners. In addition to the framed
OBTA awards, Ernie will be presented a precision pair of binoculars by Prentice Hall and a microscope from Leica Microsystems.
The National Association of Biology Teachers and the Kansas
Association of Biology Teachers are extremely proud of Ernie
Brown. This award recognizes his accomplishments in biological education and should not only make Ernie’s school district
proud, but also the entire state proud.
For more information, contact:
Ernie Brown
Pat Lamb (OBTA Director)
(785)-743-2972
(785)-776-1438

Joke?
A young college student had stayed up all night studying for
his zoology test the next day. As he entered the classroom, he
saw ten stands with ten birds. Each was covered and only the
legs showing.
He sat right in the front row because he wanted to do the best
job possible. The professor announced that the test would be to
look at each set of bird legs and give the common name, habitat,
genus, species, and identifying characteristic.
The student looked at each set of bird legs. They all looked the
same to him. He began to get upset. He had stayed up all night
studying, and now he had to identify birds by their legs. The
more he thought about it, the madder he got. Finally, he couldn't
stand it anymore.
He went to the professor's desk and said "What a stupid test!
How could anyone tell the difference between birds by looking
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at their legs?" With that the student threw his test on the professor's desk and walked out the door.
The professor was surprised. The class was so big that he didn't know every student's name, so as the student reached the
door, the professor called out "One moment, son, what's your
name?"
The enraged student pulled up his pant legs and said "You
guess buddy! You guess!"

Some Web Sites
American Society for Microbiology: www.asmusa.org
Careers in Biology: www.emporia.edu/biosci/carebiol.htm
Careers in Botany: www.botany.org/bsa/careers
Careers in Science and Engineering*National Academy of Sciences: www.nap.edu/readingroom/books/careers
Chicago Museum of Science and Industry Reusable City:
www.reusablecity.com
Coalition for Education in the Life Sciences: www.wisc.edu/
cbe/cels/edulinks.html
Creation/Evolution Resource Database: http://www.baz.com/
litm/CERD/
Cyperspace Museum of Natural History and Exploration Technology: www.cyberspacemuseum.com
Dana Alliance for Brain Initiatives: http://www.dana.org
Exploratorium at San Francisco, CA: www.exploratorium.edu
Franklin Institute Science Museum: www.sln.fi.edu
Henri D. Grissino-Mayer's Ultimate Tree-Ring Web Pages:
tree.ltrr.arizona.edu/~grissino/henri.htm
Journey North (monarchs): www.learner.org/jnorth
Kansas Department of Health and Environment Annual Statistical Summary: http://www.kdhe.state.ks.us/ohci/
Ken Miller on Life's Design: http://biomed.brown.edu/Faculty/
M/Miller/TR/Lifes-Design.html
Laboratory of Tree-Ring Research: tree.ltrr.arizona.edu
Life Science Careers: www.stfrancis.edu/ns/careers.htm
Marine Science Careers: www.marinecareers.net
Microbe Zoo: commtechlab.msu.edu/sites/dlc-me/zoo
Microscopy Society of America: www.msa.microscopy.com
Microscopy*UK: http://www.microscopy-uk.org.uk and micscape.simplenet.com/mag/wimsmall/small.html
Molecular Expressions Museum of Microscopy: microscopy.
fsu.edu/primer/museum
Monarch Butterfly Sanctuary Foundation: www.mbsf.org
Monarch Lab: www.monarchlab.umn.edu
Monarch Watch: www.monarchwatch.org
National Corn Growers Association: www.ncga.com
Nature: http://www.nature.com
North American Butterfly Association: www.naba.org
Ontario Science Center: www.osc.on.ca
Outdoor Action Guide to Outdoor/Environmental Careers:
www.princeton.edu/~oa/jobs/careroe.html
Protein Data Bank: www.rcsb.org/pdb
Scientist Interviews*Society for Integrative and Comparative
Biology: www.sicb.org/cib/index.html
Texas Air Quality Planning and Assessment Division (K-8
materials): www.tnrcc.state.tx.us.air.monops/lessons.
lesson_plans.html
Tree-Ring Laboratory of the Lamont-Doherty Earth Observatory: www.ldeo.columbia.edu/trl
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The Kansas Association of Biology Teachers
Officers - Representatives - Board Members
President
Lisa Volland
2609 SW Morningside Dr
Topeka, KS 66614
(785) 273-1810
Topeka West High School
2001 SW Fairlawn
Topeka, KS 66604
(785) 271-3529

lvolland@topeka.k12.ks.us
President Elect
Harry McDonald
11917 W 143rd
Olathe, KS 66062
(913) 897-9630
Blue Valley High School
6001 W. 159th Street
Stilwell, KS 66085
(913) 681-4200
biologycctrack@hotmail.com
Vice-President
Sandy Collins
906 E. 543 Road
Lawrence, KS 66047
(785)-841-2375
West Junior High School
2700 Harvard
Lawrence, KS 66049
1-785-832-5500
scollins@raven.cc.ukans.edu
Past Pr esident
Terry Callender
15960 Snodgrass
Wamego, KS 66547
(785) 456-7924
Wamego High School
801 Lincoln
Wamego, KS 66547
(785) 456-2214 Ext. 123
FAX (785) 456-8125
callendet@usd320.k12.ks.us
Tr easur er and
Newsletter Editor
John Wachholz
2311 Applewood Lane
Salina, KS 67401-3707
(785) 825-7742
Salina High School Central
650 E. Crawford Street
Salina, KS 67401-5119
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(785) 826-4751
FAX (785) 826-4740
jwachholz@midkan.net
Secretar y and
KACEE Repr esentative
Pat Wakeman
24549 Sandusky Rd.
Tonganoxie, KS 66086
(913) 845-3208
Tonganoxie High School
Box 179 24-40 Highway
Tonganoxie, KS 66086
(913) 845-2654
FAX (913) 845-3716
pwakeman@nehub.nekesc.
k12.ks.us
Region 1 Repr esentative
Ernie L. Brown
825 Main
WaKeeney, KS 67672
(785) 743-2972
Trego Community High
School
1200 Russell Avenue
WaKeeney, KS 67672
(785) 743-2061
FAX (785) 743-2449
ebrown@ruraltel.net
Region 2 Repr esentative
Pat Lamb
3014 Sunnyside
Manhattan, KS 66502
(785) 776-1438
Manhattan High School
2100 Poyntz
Manhattan, KS 66502
(785) 587-2100 Ext. 802
Region 3 Repr esentative
John Tollefson
24015 Loring Road
Lawrence, KS 66044
(785) 749-3280
Highland Park High School
2424 California Avenue
Topeka, KS 66605
(785) 266-7616
jtollfsn@falcon.cc.ukans.edu

Forgan, OK 73938
(405) 487-3547
Seward County Community
College
Box 1137
Liberal, KS 67905-1137
(316) 629-2643
FAX (316) 629-2725
tcarter@sccc.sccc.cc.ks.us
Region 5 Repr esentative
Mike Fell
Rt 1 Box 273
Winfield, KS 67156
(316)-221-5160 W
mafell@terraworld.net
Region 6 Repr esentative
Jim Foresman
306 Park
Pittsburgh, KS 66672
Pittsburgh High School
(316) 235-3200 W
Representative At Lar ge
Nathan Brown
307 Walnut
Wamego, KS 66547
1-785-456-9823 (H)
1-785-456-8333 (W)
ntbrown@kansas.net
Representative At Lar ge
Eric Kessler
Blue Valley North High
School
12200 Larmar
Overland Park, KS 66209
1-913-345-7300
J our nal Editor
John Richard Schrock
1101 W. 18th Avenue
Emporia, KS 66801

(316) 342-3879
Emporia State University
Division of Biological Sciences
Box 4050
Emporia, Ks 66801
(316) 341-5614
FAX (316) 341-5997
ksnaturl@esumail.emporia.edu
NABT Representative
Brad Williamson
Olathe East High School
14545 W. 127th Street
Olathe, KS 66062
(913) 780-7120
(913) 780-7137 FAX
bwilliam@sound.net
KABT Histor ian
Stan Roth
532 Oklahoma St.
Lawrence, KS 66046
(785) 843-4764
jroth@ukans.edu

Region 4 Repr esentative
Todd Carter
Box 346
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Plan on attending the Fall KABT Meeting
September 16, 2000
Great Plains Nature Center
Northwest Corner of Woodlawn and 29th North
Wichita, Kansas
Our afternoon guest will be Wayne Carley, Executive Director of
NABT. Mr. Carley will address present and future initiatives of NABT
and will discuss specifically NABT actions as regards the science standards in Kansas.
Check Out The KABT Website

http://kabt.org
Special Thanks to Stev e Case and Tom Baker for all their good work !

KABT Membership Application - Renewal - Form
____________________________________________________________________

Name:

(Mr.-Mrs.-Ms.-Dr.-Miss)

Mailing Address:

First Name

Last Name

____________________________________________________________

City: _________________________ State: ___ Zip: _________ - _____
School/Institution:
Position:

____________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

City: ____________________________________ State: __ Zip: _____________ - _________
Phone: Work (____) ______ - __________

Home: (____) ______ - __________

FAX: (___) ___ - _____Internet Address: ____________@____________________________
Enclosed Dues For KABT $15 / Year
Life Membership Available For $300
National Association of Biology Teacher Dues: $59.00 / Year
Yearly Due Date is September 1st - Make Check Payable To KABT - Tax ID #: 48-0945206
Send Dues & Information To:

Kansas Association of Biology Teachers
2311 Applewood Lane
Salina, KS 67401 - 3707
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