KS Natural History

S. Sharp


Names:

Block:

Date:

Mammal Track Exploration (104pts/2 = ___/52pts!)
Instructions: For this activity, you will need a partner, a Mammal Tracks field guide, a meter stick, yard stick, ruler and/or tape measure, and this sheet so you can make sketches.  INCLUDE TRACK LENGTH, WIDTH, AND RANGE OF SPANS BETWEEN TRACKS.  Also, make sure you SKETCH THE OVERALL PATTERN OF THE TRACKS and include interesting observations for each.
Example:

Track # EXAMPLE



                                  FIELD WORK
Location:  10 yards North of decorative pond in snow

Sketch:

    -0   


         -0

-0       00

      -0     00

-0       00

      -0     00

    -0


         -0

Track length:  ___3 in____ (indicate inches or centimeters!)

Track width:  ___ 2 in____ (indicate inches or centimeters!)

Span lengths between tracks (AT LEAST 5!):  _14, 12, 14, 12, 16 in__
Interesting observations: ____feather remains from cardinal found near   


several of the tracks___________
Prediction of animal type: _______Gray Wolf ________________

Reasoning for prediction: ___tracks had four visible toes like wolf___



                           CLASSROOM RESEARCH
Source (Field guide and page #’s referenced):_Peterson Mammal Tracks_pp._102, 

127, 204 ,238

Revised prediction AND CITED SUPPORTING EVIDENCE: ____Domestic Dog because Gray Wolves do not live in Johnson County, KS (p.102); tracks too wide for coyote (p.127), track span too long for Red Fox (p.204); span lengths correct for domestic dog (p.238)___

Track #1
FIELD WORK

Location (Be specific!): (1 pt) ________________________________________________________________________
Sketches: (4 pts)
Track length: ______________ (indicate inches or centimeters!) (1 pt)
Track width: ______________ (indicate inches or centimeters!) (1 pt)
Span lengths between tracks (AT LEAST 5!) ____,____,____,____,____ (2 pts)
Interesting observations: (2 pts) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
CLASSROOM RESEARCH
Source (Field guide and page #’s referenced): (1 pt)____________________________
Revised prediction AND CITED SUPPORTING EVIDENCE: (6pts) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Notes:  (Include other possibilities; your degree of confidence in your prediction; and/or why you could not make a conclusive prediction about the tracks you observed) (4 pts)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Track #2
FIELD WORK

Location (Be specific!): (1 pt) ________________________________________________________________________

Sketches: (4 pts)
Track length: ______________ (indicate inches or centimeters!) (1 pt)
Track width: ______________ (indicate inches or centimeters!) (1 pt)
Span lengths between tracks (AT LEAST 5!) ____,____,____,____,____ (2 pts)
Interesting observations: (2 pts) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

CLASSROOM RESEARCH
Source (Field guide and page #’s referenced): (1 pt)____________________________
Revised prediction AND CITED SUPPORTING EVIDENCE: (6pts) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Notes:  (Include other possibilities; your degree of confidence in your prediction; and/or why you could not make a conclusive prediction about the tracks you observed) (4 pts)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Track #3
FIELD WORK

Location (Be specific!): (1 pt) ________________________________________________________________________

Sketches: (4 pts)
Track length: ______________ (indicate inches or centimeters!) (1 pt)
Track width: ______________ (indicate inches or centimeters!) (1 pt)
Span lengths between tracks (AT LEAST 5!) ____,____,____,____,____ (2 pts)
Interesting observations: (2 pts) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

CLASSROOM RESEARCH
Source (Field guide and page #’s referenced): (1 pt)____________________________
Revised prediction AND CITED SUPPORTING EVIDENCE: (6pts) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Notes:  (Include other possibilities; your degree of confidence in your prediction; and/or why you could not make a conclusive prediction about the tracks you observed) (4 pts)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Track #4
FIELD WORK

Location (Be specific!): (1 pt) ________________________________________________________________________

Sketches: (4 pts)
Track length: ______________ (indicate inches or centimeters!) (1 pt)
Track width: ______________ (indicate inches or centimeters!) (1 pt)
Span lengths between tracks (AT LEAST 5!) ____,____,____,____,____ (2 pts)
Interesting observations: (2 pts) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

CLASSROOM RESEARCH
Source (Field guide and page #’s referenced): (1 pt)____________________________
Revised prediction AND CITED SUPPORTING EVIDENCE: (6pts) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Notes:  (Include other possibilities; your degree of confidence in your prediction; and/or why you could not make a conclusive prediction about the tracks you observed) (4 pts)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
REFLECTION:

Were you successful in this project?  Why or why not?  BE SPECIFIC!  (4pts)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What was the most difficult part about this project? WHY?  (4 pts) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What are several things you now know about mammal tracks that you did not know before? (4pts)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What is a research question you could study by tracking (following the tracks of) one of the mammals that you identified? (4pts) (You could make this a Semester Project!!)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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