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Ant Wars Activity
Instructions:  For the following activity, you will be collecting at least 5 ants from TWO DIFFERENT COLONIES.  You will also need three Petri dishes, a ruler, a stopwatch, a microscope or hand lens, masking tape, and a marker.  Initially, you will keep both groups of ants separate in two different Petri dishes.  With a piece of masking tape and a marker, label each of the two groups (Group 1 and Group 2).
1. Describe the location, as specifically as possible, where you collected Group 1.  
2. Using a microscope or a hand lens, study the ants from Group 1 and then describe them.  Include color, size, and any other features that will help you identify the ants.  You may want to include a sketch.  Detailed sketches will receive extra credit.
3. Describe the location, as specifically as possible, where you collected Group 2.  

4. Using a microscope or a hand lens, study the ants from Group 2 and then describe them.  Include color, size, and any other features that will help you identify the ants.  You may want to include a sketch.  Detailed sketches will receive extra credit.

5. Write a hypothesis about what you will observe when you place the ants from both groups in the same Petri dish.  Be as specific as possible.
6. Place the ants together in the third Petri dish, start the stopwatch, and then begin to write detailed observations about their interactions together.  
7. Conclusions:  What did you discover about the interactions of the ants together?  What does this tell you about how the ants might interact under natural conditions?
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