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Geologic Time Scale Exploration
http://www.ucmp.berkeley.edu/education/explorations/tours/geotime/
The fossil record documents patterns of diversification and extinction of organisms.  Scientists, including biologists, paleontologists, geologists, and so on use the fossil record to recreate the history of this planet.  Answer the following questions as you go through the on-line time scale exploration.  Include appropriate units where necessary!
1. When did the formation of the earth and moon occur?
2. When did “Lucy” appear?

3. Using the timeline of U.S. History, describe the age of the Slinky using relative order (age): 
4. Now, describe the age of the Slinky in absolute age:
5. What is the relative age of Triceratops?

6. Describe the age of rocks as you go deeper into the ground:

7. According to the Law of Superposition, which of the following fossils is the oldests?  Brachiopod, Eurypterid, Trilobite, Ammonite.  HOW DID YOU KNOW!


8. What process do scientists use to determine the age of rock layers?

9. If we find the date of an upper layer of volcanic ash to be 468 million years old, and we find a lower layer to be 470 million years old, what does this tell us about the age of fossils found in between those layers?

10. Put the following eras into chronological (age) order, FROM OLDEST TO MOST RECENT!  Cenozoic, Mesozoic, Paleozoic.

11. Using the Geologic Time Scale, describe the animal life from ONE of the following eras:  Cenozoic, Mesozoic, or Paleozoic.
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