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Kansas Plants Fact Find Questions
Instructions:  Use the “Kansas Trees, Shrubs, and Woody Vines Information PPT” and “Kansas Wildflowers and Grasses Information PPT” and field guides to answer the following questions.
Trees, Shrubs, and WoodyVines:
1. Why does eastern Kansas have such a wide variety of forest and grassland plants?  
2. Define “riparian” in a way that makes sense to you.
3. Draw and describe three types of margins (edges) of trees with simple leaves.
4. Draw and describe the three types of leaflet arrangements of compound leaves.
5. What are two reasons that maples are so important to humans?
6. What type of tree contains thorns up to 6” in length?
7. Which of the plants in the “Vines” section of the PPT do you think is the most striking in                                 

appearance (coolest looking)?  Why?

8.  
Which is the most interesting native tree, shrub or woody vine that you have learned 

about?  Why?

Wildflowers and Grasses:

1. Why are the plant communities of eastern Kansas so different than western Kansas?
2. List and describe the three types of habitats in Kansas in  a way that makes sense to you.
3. What types of plants were of great importance to Native Americans, and why were they important?
4. What type of plant is most important to Monarch butterflies?  Why is it important?
5. Which small blue flower is commonly found along roadsides?
6. Which plant is responsible for many cases of hay fever?
7. Which flower has seeds that get caught in shoelaces, and are hard to remove?
8. Which grass grows in very wet places, and has a large cigar-shaped flower?
9. Which grass that grows in wet areas will cut your legs if you walk through it in shorts?
10. Why are grasses so important to the world?
11. Which is the most interesting native wildflower or grass that you learned about? Why?
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