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Pond Critter Growth and Reproduction Activity
Instructions: For this activity, you and a partner will collect pond water, bring it back into the classroom, find an interesting critter under a microscope, and then identify it using materials from the classroom.  
1. Obtain a transparent container that you can take outside to the pond to collect a sample of water.

2. Bring the sample back to the classroom, and then obtain a slide cover and a depression slide (a microscope slide with a small indentation where you can place a drop of water).  Using a pipette, search your pond sample for any organisms you can see and then gently draw the organism and a small amount of pond water up into the pipette.
3. Gently squeeze the water and organism onto your depression slide, and then cover it with a slide cover.

4. Look at your sample under low power on a light microscope, and then move to the middle objective if there is room to do so.  

5. When you locate an interesting organism, SKETCH a picture of the organism in as much detail as you are able.  
6. More than likely, your critter was smaller when it was born.  Since your organism is made of one or more cells, it must have grown.  Predict how this growth could have occurred. 

7. Your critter had to come from somewhere, so predict how organisms of the type you located reproduce.  Did it have one parent or two?   Explain your prediction.

8. Using materials available in the classroom, identify the type of critter that you located.  Write the name or group below.  

9. Using materials available in the classroom, quickly research how your organism grows (what it eats, how many cells it’s made of, etc.)

10. Using materials available in the classroom, quickly research how your organism reproduces (one parent or two, does it have a type of sperm or egg cells, etc.)

11. After completing this activity, what questions do you have about the way that organisms grow or reproduce?  THINK OF AT LEAST THREE!!![image: image1.emf] 
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