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Turtle on Ice Reading Worksheet
Instructions:  Use the “Turtle on Ice” reading to answer the following questions.
1. Define “semi-aquatic”.
2. Give the family name for each of the four major categories turtles fall into: (the Latin 
family name for snapping turtles, mud and musk turtles, etc.)

3. What do aquatic turtles eat?

4. How do water turtles stay under water so long?
5. How do our  box turtles compare to water turtles and tortoises?

6. What does “ectothermic” mean?
7. Where must all turtles lay their eggs?  Why does this pose a problem?
8. What are three different ways turtles cope with the winter?
9. How does the Western Painted Turtle lay its eggs?
10. How do hatchlings survive the cold winter?
11. How does their “anti-freeze” work?
12. How do the adults survive the winter?
13. What happens to the adult turtle’s energy use during the winter?

14. What happens when there is no oxygen under the ice or mud?

15. How does glycogen work in the turtles?

16. What are scientists hoping that studying turtles can teach us/help us with?

17. What was the most interesting thing you learned about turtles today?
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