KANSAS HERPETOLOGICAL FIELD TRIP
FALL 2011 JEWELL COUNTY
________________________________________________________________________________
Where: 
Herpetological Surveying in Jewell County


Lovewell State Park at the Lovewell Reservoir northeast of Mankato
Directions:  
1) North on US-69 to I-435


2) West on I-435 to I-70



3) West on I-70 to US-81



4) North on US-81 to US-36



5) West on US-36 to KS-14



6) North on KS-14 to North Shore Rd
Trip Distance: 288 miles

Trip Time: 5 hours
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When: 
Friday, September 16, at 3:00 pm to Sunday, September 18 arriving by 8:00 pm
________________________________________________________________________________
General Information

Every spring and fall members of the Kansas Herpetological Society meet to survey the amphibians and reptiles in some county in the state of Kansas.  The field trip is used to introduce members to the herpetofauna of the state and to find species that have not been found in the counties we will be surveying (count records).  

On September 16 we will be meeting with other members in the evening at the campsite in Lovewell State Park​, setting up our tents, and getting acquainted while sitting around a campfire.

The following morning on September 17, at 9:00 am we will be caravanning to site(s) were we will be flipping rocks and generally looking for amphibians and reptiles.  At noon, we will likely drive back to the campground for lunch or to a local restaurant.  After lunch, we will caravan to some new site(s) to continue the survey until approximately 5:00 pm.  Then, we will come back to camp, cleanup if possible, and head for dinner in one of the local town.  After dinner, weather permitting, we will be road cruising for snakes on the local gravel and blacktop roads before bedtime.

On September 18 we will wake up, pack up, eat breakfast, and be ready to go at 9:00 am again.  We will caravan to a site(s) and look for herpetofauna until about noon.  At noon, the survey will end, we will eat lunch, and begin our drive home.  We will stop to eat lunch and may stop at some other sites on the way home to look for herps but we should be home by 8 pm at the latest.  We will call you as we enter the city and will expect that you will be at school to pick up your child promptly.
I will be taking a cell phone with me in case there is an emergency.  You can reach me at ______________________.  Please do not call for other non-emergency purposes.
Food and Money

Friday – Money for Dinner
Saturday – Money for Dinner

Sunday – Money for Lunch and Dinner
For Breakfast, the Field Lunch, and Snacks students should bring food that does not have to be refrigerated (ie – pop tarts, granola bars, peanut butter sandwiches, fruit, chips, etc...).  They should also bring a water bottle.  The money for dinners may be used to purchase grocery items if the campsite contains a grill (I will bring charcoal and lighter fluid), otherwise we will frequent the gas station(s) in one of the local towns.  I imagine that $75 dollars will cover your students eating, and other costs (see items to bring).
Venomous Snakes

There is one documented species of venomous snake in Jewell County, the Prairie Rattlesnake, although the Massasauga may yet to be discovered (it has been found in all the adjacent counties in Kansas).  Students are asked to stay within communication distance of a teacher at all times and that if they observe a unidentifiable brown and/or patterned snake they should call a knowledgeable adult over to identify it. 
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                        Prairie Rattlesnake  



    Massasauga

These venomous snakes are vipers that have distinct characteristics that readily distinguish them from non-venomous snakes.  They have 1) a triangular shaped head (or a distinct neck), 2) pupils with vertical slits (as opposed to round pupils), 3) a heat sensing pit between each eye and nostil, 4) keeled rough looking scales (as opposed to smooth shiny looking scales), 5) brown blotches or banded patterns along the back, and 6) a distinct rattle at the end of their tail (assuming that it is not a young of the year). 

To alleviate concern, there has not been a deadly snakebite in Kansas for more than 50 years (one would have to be an young child or elderly adult with a poor immune system) and most bites occur on the hands of young males under the influence of alcohol (we will not be under the influence).  If a student is accidentally bitten by a venomous snake, medical attention will be sought out immediately.  The student will be treated for shock and transported to the nearest hospital.  Such a student should expect to experience sever pain and swelling and may potentially lose the ability to use a bitten extremity for a while (maybe forever).

Special Rules and Notes

1. Students will not be allowed to collect pets on the field trip.

2. Students will remain within visual and vocal distance of the trip leader(s) at all times in the field.
3. Students will not be allowed to attempt to handle any venomous species of snakes.

4. Students will follow school and district rules guidelines in regards to their behavior and must listen and follow specific teacher instructions and directions.
5. Inappropriate fraternizing between students will not be allowed.
Items to Bring
Clothing & Accessories

__
Jeans for 2 or 3 days.
__
Shorts for 1 or 2 days.  One pair that can get wet – swim trunk like.

__
Shirts for 3 days assuming changing for dinner on Sat. evening

__
Socks for 3 days assuming that some may get wet

__ 
Shoes – 2 pairs so you are prepared for one getting wet

__ 
Belt if you wear one

__
Undergarments for 3 days

__
Hat, bandana, etc…

__ 
Sunglasses possibly

__
Warm Layer – Sweats, Jacket, etc…

__ 
Rain Layer – Rain Jacket, etc…

__ 
Bag for clothing

Toiletries

__
soap

__
wash cloth

__
towel

__
toilet paper

__
shampoo

__
deodorant

__
tooth brush

__
tooth paste

__ 
hair brush or comb

__ 
hand sanitizer (baby wipes are nice too)

__ 
pain reliever

__ 
sunscreen

__ 
toiletries bag

__ 
contact lens solution, etc… if appropriate – backup glasses

__ 
ear plugs - possibly

Camping Supplies


__ 
tent (with recent water proof treatment, stakes, rain fly, etc…)


__ 
tarp for under tent


__
hammer for driving stakes – I will have only one


__ 
sleeping bag, and possibly a sheet and blanket


__ 
pillow


__ 
flash light(s) – head light if you have one


__
walkie talkie if have one


__ 
batteries – appropriate sizes and numbers


__ 
folding chair – tubular collapsible type

Food

__
Breakfast food for Fri, Sat, and Sun and Lunch food for Sat. that doesn’t need to be refrigerated

__
Snack food for whenever and the night road cruising (peanuts, etc…)

Money

__ 
$10 approximate money for camping

      
__ 
$35 approximate money for meals and tips (Fri – D, Sat – D, and Sun – L)


__ 
$15 approximate money for snacks, etc… at gas stops

__    $25 for gasoline if necessary
Other

__ 
camera


__
amphibian and reptile field guide


__ 
water bottle


__ 
fanny pack or backpack for carrying around thing while snake hunting


__ 
notebook, paper, pencils, pens


__ 
school homework


__ 
book to read


__ 
bag for other things - possibly


__ 
pillow case for temporary placement of captured snakes


__ 
gloves for lifting rocks - possibly


__ 
electronics (phone, ipod, calculator, etc…)


__ 
snack food and gum (etc….)


__ 
cards, soccer ball, baseball glove and ball, frisbee, etc…

JEWELL COUNTY HERP LIST (25)
Amphibian (9)
Anura
Great Plains Toad, Anaxyrus cognatus (Say, 1823)






____
Woodhouse's Toad, Anaxyrus woodhousii (Girard, 1854)





____
Blanchard's Cricket Frog, Acris blanchardi Harper, 1947





____
Boreal Chorus Frog, Pseudacris maculata (Agassiz, 1850)





____
Great Plains Narrowmouth Toad, Gastrophryne olivacea (Hallowell, 1856)



____
Plains Leopard Frog, Lithobates blairi (Mecham, Littlejohn, Oldham, Brown & Brown, 1973)

____
Bullfrog, Lithobates catesbeianus (Shaw, 1802)







____
Plains Spadefoot, Spea bombifrons (Cope, 1863)






____
Caudata
Barred Tiger Salamander, Ambystoma mavortium Baird, 1850





____
Reptiles (16)
Chelonia
Common Snapping Turtle, Chelydra serpentina (Linnaeus, 1758)




____
Northern Painted Turtle, Chrysemys picta (Schneider, 1783)





____

Lacertilia
Great Plains Skink, Plestiodon obsoletus (Baird & Girard, 1852)




____
Six-lined Racerunner, Aspidoscelis sexlineata (Linnaeus, 1766)




____

Serpentes
Eastern Racer, Coluber constrictor Linnaeus, 1758






____
Speckled Kingsnake, Lampropeltis holbrooki (Stejneger 1903)





____
Milk Snake, Lampropeltis triangulum (Lacepede, 1788)






____
Great Plains Rat Snake, Pantherophis emoryi (Baird & Girard, 1853)




____
Gopher Snake, Pituophis catenifer (Blainville, 1835)






____
Prairie Rattlesnake, Crotalus viridis (Rafinesque, 1818)






____
Ringneck Snake, Diadophis punctatus (Linnaeus, 1766)





____
Western Hognose Snake, Heterodon nasicus Baird and Girard, 1852 – SINC



____

Graham's Crayfish Snake, Regina grahamii Baird & Girard, 1853




____
Plains Garter Snake, Thamnophis radix (Baird & Girard, 1853)





____
Common Garter Snake, Thamnophis sirtalis (Linnaeus, 1758)





____
Lined Snake, Tropidoclonion lineatum (Hallowell, 1856)






____
Herpetological Wish List (15)

Yellow Mud Turtle, Kinosternon flavescens (Agassiz) – 1 county to S




____


False Map Turtle, Graptemys pseudogeographica (Gray) – 1 county to S



____


Slider, Trachemys scripta (Schoepff) – 2 counties to SW and S





____


Spiny Softshell, Apalone spinifera (LeSueur) – 1 county to S





____

Collard Lizard, Crotophytus collaris (Say) – 3 counties to SW, S, SE




____


Lesser Earless Lizard, Holbrookia maculate Girard – 2 counties to SW, S



____


Texas Horned Lizard, Phrynosoma cornutum (Harlan) – 3 counties to W, SW, S


____


Prairie Lizard, Sceloporus undulates (Bosc and Daudin) – 1 county to S



____


Eastern Hognose, Heterodon platirhinos Latreille – 1 county to W




____


Plains Blackhead Snake, Tantilla nigriceps Kennicott – 2 counties to SW, S



____


Prairie Kingsnake, Lampropeltis calligaster (Harlan) – 2 counties to S, SE



____


Coachwhip, Masticophis flagellum (Shaw) – 1 county to SW





____
Northern Water Snake, Nerodia sipedon (Linnaeus) – 1 county to S




____


Brown Snake, Storeria dekayi (Holbrook) – 1 county to S





____


Western Ribbon Snake, Thamnophis proximus (Say) – 2 counties to SW, S



____


Massasauga, Sistrurus catenatus (Rafinesque) – 5 counties to W, SW, S, SE, E


____
